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Cultural festivals are popular summer 

events in the Boston Area, and Blue Kitabu 

will be heading to many this year (see page 

4 for a schedule!). Our first festival of the 

summer was a huge success: on May 22nd, 

thousands of people gathered at one of 

Bostonõs landmarks, the Hatch Shell, to 
listen to great music, eat delicious food and 

check out environmentally friendly exhibits 

and local non-profit organizations. This year 

was the 17th Annual Earthfest, sponsored by 

local radio station 92.9 and Whole Foods 

Marke ts .  The 

m u s i c 

p e r f o r m a n c e s 

featured bands 

such as Marcy 

Playground and 

The Gin Blossoms. 

There was also a 

Kids Planet, which 

was a combination 

o f  m u s i c , 

e n t e r t a i n m e n t , 

e n v i r o n m e n t a l 

act iv i t ies and 

e d u c a t i o n a l 

displays.  

  

We had the privilege of spending some time 

at Earthfest, advertising and encouraging 

participants to learn a little bit more about 

educational development in the areas that 

we work. We had a great set of activities 

for kids, including a handmade tree which 

they could decorate with cardboard 

ornaments.  

 

We used recycled cardboard, which we cut 

into fun, interactive shapes such as books, 

people and flowers. The kids decorated the 

ornaments with glitter, stickers, recycled fabric 

scraps, crayons, and more. It was an enjoyable, 

educational and environmentally friendly way 

for us to get out into the Boston community 
and continue to spread the word about Blue 

Kitabu, as well as learn about other 

organizations and soak up some much-needed 

sun.  
 

Last weekend we participated in our second 

event of the summer: the 

Boston Dragon Boat 

Festival. The Dragon 

Boat Festival is held 

every year along the 

Charles River, complete 

with boat races, amazing 

Asian ethnic food, 

entertainment and arts 

and crafts booths. We 

brought our fantastic 

Blue Kitabu tree again 

and had ornaments for 

kids to decorate. The 

kids loved decorating the 

ornaments, especially 

with glitter!  
 

The idea for this project came from the art 

curriculum used in Blue Kitabuõs projects, 

which focuses on sustainable and recycled art 

projects. It was nice to have an opportunity to 

connect our community in Boston to  schools 

in Africa by doing the same project here. This 

allowed the children to see what art projects 

are like there as well as learn about 

sustainability- and of course to have fun! 

 

 Local Outreach:  Arts & Crafts  

at Dragon Boat and EarthFest  
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The first ever 

African Festival  

of Boston:  

See page 2 for 

details!  
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The BK tree decorated with ornaments made by  
kids at the Dragon Boat Festival 

Children decorated their ornaments before making a 

wish for the Earth and hanging  them on the BK tree 



In 1960, 31 

African countries 

ga ined the i r 

independence. 

Now, 50 years 

later, the Shalupe 

Foundation is 

inviting all of 

B o s t o n  t o 

celebrate their 
i n d e p e n d e n c e 

together in the 

first ever African 

F e s t i v a l  o f 

Boston.  
 

The Shalupe 

Foundation is a 

n o n p r o f i t 

working in both 

the United States 

and the Democratic Republic of 

Congo. They help people who are 

suffering from the aftermath of war, 

both in these areas and refugees in 

area of asylum. Shalupe means 

lifeboat, and the Foundation works 

like a lifeboat to help deprived 

people from the Democratic 

Republic of Congo with whatever 

they need to survive. The 

Foundationõs goal is to help 

deprived women and children to 

become self-sustainable and able 

to manage their own welfare by 

providing them with assistance 

such as shelter, education, and 

training. 
 

The Shalupe Foundation hopes 

that this festival will be an 

opportunity to celebrate Africa, 

but also a chance to turn away 

from ò50 years of negativity and 

inform the community about all 

the resources and tools this great 

continent has to offer to the 

future.ó They envision the festival 

also as a platform that will allow 

Africa to shine and share 

its rich and beautiful 

cultures with the rest of 

the world. 
 

The festival, which will take 

place at Boston City Plaza, 

will be held on Saturday, 

July 17th. The festival will 

include representatives of 

31 countries, celebrating 

their heritages through 

dance, food, and music-and you 

better believe Blue Kitabu will be 

there! Rwanda and Kenya, both 

countries in which we have 

projects, will be celebrating their 

50th year of independence during 

the festival. We will be having an 

information table to spread the 

word about Blue Kitabu as well 

as our merchandise and of 

course the Blue Kitabu tree and 

ornaments for kids to decorate! 

Join us to celebrate this 

important time in history for 

Africa and have a great time with 

us!                                                   

training has 

shifted slightly 

t o 

accommodate 

setbacks in 

building times 

as well as 

f i n a n c i a l 

constraints.  

The trainers 
w i l l  b e 

training staff 

from the 

Ministry of 

Education in 

the Central Region, who will 

then train the new teachers 

when the school is ready to open 

in late September or early 

October.  This new plan ensures 

the sustainability of the training, 

as the local trainers will be able 

to hold trainings when they see 

fit and will also have the 

opportunity to introduce the 

teachers to current training 

methods.  We are certain that 

this is a fantastic alternative to 

T h e  2 0 1 0 

s u m m e r 

fellowship and 

teacher training 

s e ss i on  i s 

o f f i c i a l l y 

u n d e r w a y !  

Fellows and 

Blue Kitabu 

staff left in 
early June to 

undertake a 

t w o - m o n t h 

expedition in 

G h a n a .  

Currently, three fellows are 

researching issues in girls 

education, organic farming and 

health curriculum in schools.  

They have been welcomed with 

open arms by the community of 

Asebu and have experienced 

great success in their research. 
 

Teachers from here in the U.S. 

joined up with the fellows and Blue 

Kitabu staff on the 25th of June to 

begin the training session.  The 

training our own teachers 

directly. 
 

The fellowship and training will 

wrap up at the end of July and we 

look forward to welcoming our 

teachers and fellows home so 

that they can share their 

experiences with us and with our 

supporters. The period will 
certainly be a period of growth 

and learning for the trainers, 

fellows, our staff, and the Central 

Region of Ghana.  

Ghana Update:  The Summer Fellowship has Begun!  

Celebrating 50 years  

of African Independence  

òThey have 

been welcomed 

with open arms 

by the 

community of 

Asebu and have 

experienced 

great success in 

their research ó 
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For more information on 

the Shalupe Foundation or 

the upcoming festival, check 

out www.shalupe.org  

A student in Asebu 

Alex, the fellowship project manager, with 
students in Asebu 

©The Shalupe Foundation  


